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Do the politicians actually take decisions, or
rather the experts do it in their place? In other
words, it is a matter of understanding whether
the political stakeholders/representatives sim-
ply approve the final stage of a decision proce-
dure led by the experts they have delegated,
since they lack cognitive skills or because the
experts do not try enough to explicit poten-
tials and risks involved. Here lays the possible
loss of democratic legitimacy in the decision-
making process. This brings into question the
responsibility of a ruling class to which the po-
litical representatives and secondarily the ex-
perts belong. This book analyses the interplay
of these different actors in the political rela-
tions among States since the 1960s: this inter-
action capability becomes a key factor for the
international accountability of a country, and
above all for the democratic reliability of its
decision-making process. Then we have to con-
sider the role of the organized civil society. In
that way, expertise provides the basis for the
mediation among the States, and then exper-
tise goes for the legitimacy of power practices
inall parties engaged, and in the decision-mak-
ing process inside the democratic arenas.
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CHRISTINE BOUNEAU, Professor of Contem-
porary History at Bordeaux-Montaigne Uni-
versity and Director of the Centre d’Etudes des
Mondes Moderne et Contemporain, is an his-
torian of politics.

DAVID BURIGANA, Professor of History of In-
ternational Relations at Padua University (De-
partment of Political Sciences, Law and Inter-
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useppe Colombo» of Padua, is an historian of
the interconnection between technology and
foreign policy particularly in aerospace coop-
eration/competition.
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